
WATERLOO ROAD CHURCH, UXBRIDGE: CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE’S MID-WEEK ACTIVITY RISK 

ASSESSMENT 

1. Relevant documentation: 

The latest government guidance documentation at the time of the assessment is written can be found here: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/protective-measures-for-holiday-or-after-school-clubs-and-

other-out-of-school-settings-for-children-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/protective-measures-for-

out-of-school-settings-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-the-safe-use-of-places-of-worship-during-

the-pandemic-from-4-july/covid-19-guidance-for-the-safe-use-of-places-of-worship-during-the-pandemic-from-

4-july 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-food-businesses/guidance-for-food-

businesses-on-coronavirus-covid-19. 

2. Introduction: 

Waterloo Road Church runs regular and periodic children & young people’s work in the Waterloo Road Church 

building. These groups are typically age related and this risk assessment includes both general provisions and 

specific provisions to these groups: 

- Toddlers (and their parents/guardians) 

- Primary aged children 

- Secondary aged children 

The children & young people are from both church families and from the local neighbourhood. While different 

groups will generally use specific parts of the building, this Risk Assessment covers all parts of the church 

building.  

3. Risks and Mitigations 

 

Risks 
 

Control measure 

Lingering infection 
in the building prior 
to opening 

• The areas used by the children or young people’s should not to be used for 48 hours 
prior to meeting unless all touch points have been cleaned. 

• All facilities, shared items and toys are to be left for 48 hours before reuse unless they 
are cleaned. 

Children, young 
people or leaders 
showing symptoms 
of Covid-19 

• Leaders must not come to church if they are showing symptoms of Covid-19 or required 
to self-isolate. 

• Parents/guardians will be reminded they must not send their children to church if the 
child is showing symptoms of Covid-19 or required to self-isolate. Signage will be in 
place at entrances to remind attendees.  

• Before the group, parents/guardians will be required to leave contact details with the 
organising group. If the child shows symptoms of Covid-19 they will be placed 
separately from others, their parents/guardians will be contacted immediately and 
asked to take their child out of the group.  

Incoming people 
infecting surfaces 

• Hand sanitisers are available at all entrances, and the toilets are available for hand 
washing. 

Entry/Exit • Activity leaders will assess the numbers entering and exiting the building at start and 
finish of the activities.  If there is likely to be a significant amount of two-way traffic 
they will implement control measures, such as: 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank


o Parents drop off at the door 
o One-way systems 
o Staggering arriving and leaving times 

• For activities using the side door for entry, a one-way system will be in operation to 
prevent ‘exit-clashes’ through the side door and leave via the fire exit to the side of the 
rear hall.  

Clashes when 
moving between 
areas 

• If there is significant movement between the three primary areas of the church (main 
hall, lounge and back hall), mitigations shall be put in place to prevent clashes.  These 
will most likely be one-way systems – there are two doors between each area and each 
door should be designated as one way. 

• Leaders will consider potential movements of people during the activities (such as 
queueing for food) and ensure that space and traffic flows are managed to ensure 
social distancing is maintained. 

Capacity • Government guidelines recommend restricting children’s groups to a maximum size of 
15 children and we will comply with this. Groups for primary and secondary aged 
children typically have a known cohort of children or young people attending. If new 
children or young people wish to attend, then group leaders will require pre-
notification. 

• The toddler’s groups will include parents/guardians attending who will be responsible 
for the toddlers so capacity will be determined by the available space considering social 
distancing rather than the limit of 15 children. Parents/guardians will need to pre-book 
to ensure numbers are within capacity. 

• Only one group will use the building at a time. 

Toilets • Toilets and changing facilities will be available. If the church frontage toilets are likely 
to be used by multiple people during the session the window should be left open and 
then closed at the time of locking up. Toilets in the middle of church will have limited 
capacity to ensure social distancing. 

• Cleaning equipment (eg antibacterial wipes) will be available for parents to clean 
changing facilities between use. 

Toddler Group (<5-
year olds) activities 

• The Toddler Group will involve both the children and their parents/guardians attending. 
The session will include a story time and children’s singing time but may also include 
activities for the toddlers.  

• The leaders and all parents/guardians will always remain socially distanced and comply 
with requirements on the use of face coverings. 

• While the young children are not required to be socially distanced, it is anticipated that 
the children will remain with their parents/guardians during the session.  

• Singing will be led by the group activity leader(s) who will encourage the children to 
partake in singing and actions. Parents/guardians will be asked not to sing. Should the 
group be sufficiently large then the activity leader(s) will use a microphone for 
amplification. 

• Pre-wrapped snacks and single use bottled drinks can be made available to the 
attendees. 

• Any toys or craft made available should not be shared between different 
households/bubbles. 

Primary school 
aged Children 
Group activities 

• The Primary aged Children Group will involve stories, games and other activities.  

• Where practically possible, children will remain socially distanced, however we 
recognise this will not always be possible. Tables will be laid out in a socially distanced 
way to limit interactions. 

• The leaders will always remain socially distanced and comply with requirements on the 
use of face coverings. 

• Where possible games or activities will be non-contact and will limit the usage of 
shared items. If there are games or activities that do require touching the same 
equipment, then the touch points will be frequently cleaned. 



• The children and young people will be encouraged to speak in a normal voice. Singing is 
permitted but should not be done in a loud voice. 

• Food and drink can be prepared and served to children where standard food hygiene 
requirements will be met in addition to increased frequency of hand washing. 

• Utensils and other crockery will not be shared by children or leaders. Any food or single 
use cutlery/crockery will be disposed of. Any non-single use equipment, including food 
preparation equipment, will be washed in a dishwasher before re-use. 

Secondary school 
aged Children 
Group activities 

• The Secondary aged Young People’s Group will involve discussions, games and other 
activities.  

• The Young People and the leaders will always remain socially distanced and comply 
with requirements on the use of face coverings. 

• Games or activities will be non-contact and will limit the usage of shared items. If there 
are games or activities that do require touching the same equipment, then the touch 
points will be frequently cleaned. 

• The young people will be encouraged to speak in a normal voice. Singing is permitted 
but should not be done in a loud voice. 

• Food and drink can be prepared and served to young people where standard food 
hygiene requirements will be met in addition to increased frequency of hand washing. 

• Utensils and other crockery will not be shared by young people or leaders. Any food or 
single use cutlery/crockery will be disposed of. Any non-single use equipment, including 
food preparation equipment, will be washed in a dishwasher before re-use. 

Safeguarding • Waterloo Road Church safeguarding procedures remain in place for all Children and 
Young Peoples activities.  

PPE • Children, young people, parents/guardians, and leaders should observe government 
advice & legislation on use of face coverings. 

1st Aid • Face shields and gloves are available at the 1st aid box to leaders in situations where 
physical interactions are required, such as first aid.  

Test and Trace • A register of the child’s attendance at the activity will automatically be kept for at least 
21 days in line with the church’s data retention policy for children and young people 
(which requires this information to be kept for three years after the child ceases to be a 
member of the group) 

• Toddlers group will require parents/guardians to pre-booking will also including contact 
details to be provided to satisfy test and trace requirements. Retention of these details 
will comply with the church GDPR policy. 

• While usage of the Covid-19 app isn’t mandatory, Waterloo Road Church will also 
display the Covid-19 app QR code to enable app users to check-in. 

 

 


